
Northwestern University Residential Services 

Fall 2024/Winter 2025/Spring 2025 

Undergraduate Contract Terms & Conditions  

  

The Residential Services Housing Contract ("Contract") establishes </Magreement between Northwestern University 

("University") and the student ("Student") for use of assigned space and facilities of a residence for and in 

consideration of the keeping and performing by Student of all understandings, agreements, terms </d conditions of 

obligation enumerated herein.   

  

http://www.northwestern.edu/living/about-us/policies/release/index.html
http://www.northwestern.edu/living/about-us/policies/release/index.html
http://www.northwestern.edu/living/about-us/policies/release/index.html
http://www.dining.northwestern.edu/
http://www.dining.northwestern.edu/
http://www.dining.northwestern.edu/
http://www.dining.northwestern.edu/
http://www.dining.northwestern.edu/


6.0 SOCIAL DUES: Social dues are optional, becoming due and payable unless the resident takes appropriate 

action to opt out of such charges in accordance with the method determined by Residential Services. 

7.0 PAYMENTS: I agree that payment for each quarter is due in advance, in accordance with the University’s 

payment due dates. I understand that refunds of any payments made under this Contract are subject to 

prorated nightly fees and a $300 cancellation fee. 

8.0 CONDITION OF PREMISES: I agree to accept and maintain the unit in its fully furnished condition throughout 

the duration of this contract. All furnishings, fixtures and equipment are to be kept in clean, sanitary, and 

working order. I shall return the premises in as good repair as when possession was taken, ordinary wear 

and tear excepted. If the premises are discovered to be in poor sanitary condition or in a manner that could 

lead to an unhealthy or unsafe environment for a suitemate or surrounding residents, I will be required to 

make the necessary changes and cleaning to the room or apartment at my expense. These changes must be 

approved by the Executive Director or designee. If I fail to make these changes within a reasonable amount 

of time, services will be provided to perform the necessary cleaning. I shall then be responsible for the 

payment of the provided services. I am at no time permitted to change the paint color in the room or 

apartment or make any physical alterations to the unit. Such action shall result in my being financially 

responsible for the work required to restore the unit to its original condition.  

9.0 MAINTENANCE REPAIRS: Repairs necessitated by my negligence or that of my guests will be made by the 

University. Any such costs will be chargeable to me upon written notice from the University, assessed 

monthly, and shall be payable no later than the due date of the next installment of room charges following 

such notice. The University reserves the right to bill me after my departure from the premises for any 

damages caused by me or my guests.  

10.0 HEATING AND WATER: The University shall furnish hot and cold water in fixtures provided by the University 

for that purpose and a reasonable amount of heat, except when prevented from so doing by causes beyond 

the control of the University or when the apparatus providing water or heat is being repaired.  

11.0 RESIDENT PROPERTY: The University reserves the right to restrict the use of my furniture or other items if 

such use necessitates the removal of any of the University’s property from the unit or if such furniture or 

other items are a health or safety hazard or interferes with the provision of services to other residents of the 

building. Where my personal property is left on the premises for more than 7 days after I vacate upon 

expiration or termination of the contract, the University shall have the right, at its sole option and without 

further notice, to either (a) dispose of such property, or (b) charge a reasonable storage charge for any such 

property. Washers, dryers, dishwashers, ceiling fans, window air conditioners, space heaters, large 

appliances, treadmills, either electrically or battery- operated or any other items that are considered by the 

University to be a safety or health hazard, are not permitted. The complete list of items not permitted for 

safety reasons can be found at http://www.northwestern.edu/living/about-us/policies/policies-and-

procedures/index.html. 
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injury to any person or damage to any property not caused by the University’s direct negligence; (e) Any 

injury, damage or theft incurred during the use of the residential fitness center. 

14.0 SURRENDER OF THE PREMISES: At the expiration or other termination of this contract, I shall surrender 

possession of the unit and shall return all keys to the unit to the University’s designated agent. Failure to do 

so will constitute a default of this contract as set forth in Section 15 and subject me to an obligation to pay 

the liquidated damages sum set forth in Section 15 for each day I continue to occupy the unit.  

15.0 DEFAULT: I shall be considered in default of this contract in the event I am in violation of any term or 

condition hereof, including but not limited to payment of room charges as provided herein. In the event of 

such default, the University may, at its sole option, (a) re-enter and repossess the premises, or (b) require 

me to vacate the same within 30 days following written notice of default. The University may charge to my 

account all sums due and may, at its sole option (a) assess as liquidated damages the sum of $75 per day up 

to 3 consecutive days of the continuation of such default and $100 per day thereafter until the default is 

corrected and (b) bring suit for and collect all damages it sustained because of my default, notwithstanding 

any re-entry or repossession by the University. No waiver of any breach of any part of this contract 

agreement shall be a waiver of any succeeding breach.  

16.0 COUNTRY/STATE/CITY LAWS AND UNIVERSITY POLICY: I agree to observe, in my use of the residence hall 

premises, and to cause my guests to observe, all laws of the United States, state of Illinois, and the City of 

Evanston, and all Northwestern University policies, rules, regulations, and expectations, including those set 

forth in the Northwestern Student Handbook and the University’s expectations related to COVID-19 

(including the Student Expectations and COVID19 Code of Conduct). I acknowledge receipt of a copy of the 

Residence Hall Policies and Procedures and expectations for Undergraduate Residents during COVID-19 by 

reference herein and that both are made a part of this contract. I understand that failure to comply with any 

of the terms of this contract, including any University policies, rules, regulations, or expectations, shall be a 

default as described above. Upon termination of this Contract for any reason, room charges will become 

immediately due and payable in accordance with the cancellation policy. 

17.0 RELOCATION AND REMOVAL: Notwithstanding any other provisions of this contract, I acknowledge, 

understand, and agree to the following:  

17.1 Relocation: At all times, the University reserves the right to relocate residents with or without prior 

written notice for any reason in its discretion. Such reasons may include, but are not limited to, 

space availability, community health or safety, to protect University property, to restore operations, 

to reduce costs, or for such other reasons as deemed necessary by the Executive Director of 

Residential Services or designee. 

17.2 Administrative Action: The Executive Director of Residential Services, or designee, may act 

administratively to maintain the residence hall living and learning environment by moving a student 

to a room other than the one to which they were initially assigned. 
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Minor Students in the Residence Halls Contract Addendum 

(Minors: Students under the age of 18 years old)  

  

 

The purpose of this contract addendum is to make certain that all minor students and their parent/guardian have a 

clear understanding of the implications of having a minor student live on campus at Northwestern University. It is 

important that all involved parties have a shared understanding of how the University views the presence of minor 

students in the residence halls, and how the staff will approach certain issues, should they arise, in this adult 

environment. As such, this document must be signed by the student and their parent or guardian and received by 

Residential Services before the student will be allowed to move on campus.  

  

First, it is our expectation that both the student and their parent or guardian understand that the student will be 

living in an environment that is designed for adult students. The staff, therefore, will not be assuming the role of 

substitute parents to minor residents, nor will they monitor minor students’ behavior or view their choices 

differently than they would those of students aged 18 years and older.  

  

Secondly, Residential Services expects that the student and their parent or guardian have had a discussion of the 

realities and potential risks of living away from home in an adult environment, and that they have determined that 

the student has the maturity to live and function in this setting. We also expect that the student is empowered and 

capable of making day-to-day academic and life-style decisions and choices on their own. This is extremely 

important, as the student will be held accountable for their actions. Both the parents or guardians and minor 

student understand that the student will be subject to and expected to comply with the same Residence Hall Rules 

& Regulations http://www.northwestern.edu/living/about-us/policies/index.html as students who are 18 and over.  

  

NOTE: If the resident is an emancipated minor, the resident may sign and submit this addendum without the 

signature of a parent/guardian, but a copy of the court documents that corroborate their emancipated status must 

be attached or already on file with Residential Services.  
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